THE DECEITFILNESS OF EARTHLY RICHES

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and despise and
be against the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (deceitful riches,
money, possessions, or whatever is trusted in). Matthew 6:24

For the love of money is a root of all evils; it is through this craving that
some have been led astray and have wandered from the faith and pierced
themselves through with many acute [mental] pangs. 1 Timothy 6:10

As for what was sown among thorns, this is he who hears the Word, but
the cares of the world and the pleasure and delight and glamour and
deceitfulness of riches choke and suffocate the Word, and it yields no fruit.
Matthew 13:22

Jesus answered him, If you would be perfect [that is, have that spiritual
maturity which accompanies self-sacrificing character], go and sell what you
have and give to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven; and come,
be My disciple [side with My party and follow Me]. Matthew 19:21

And Jesus said to His disciples, Truly | say to you, it will be difficult for
a rich man to get into the kingdom of heaven. Again | tell you, it is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to go
into the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 19:23-24



Then the cares and anxieties of the world and distractions of the age, and
the pleasure and delight and false glamour and deceitfulness of riches, and
the craving and passionate desire for other things creep in and choke and
suffocate the Word, and it becomes fruitless. Mark 4:19

And the disciples were amazed and bewildered and perplexed at His words.
But Jesus said to them again, Children, how hard it is for those who trust
(place their confidence, their sense of safety) in riches to enter the
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. Mark 10:24-25

He has put down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of low
degree. He has filled and satisfied the hungry with good things, and the
rich He has sent away empty-handed [without a gift]. Luke 1:52-53

And solemnly lifting up His eyes on His disciples, He said: Blessed
( happy—with life-joy and satisfaction in God’s favor and salvation, apart
from your outward condition—and to be envied) are you poor and lowly
and afflicted (destitute of wealth, influence, position, and honor), for the
kingdom of God is yours! Luke 6:20

Rejoice and be glad at such a time and exult and leap for joy, for behold,
your reward is rich and great and strong and intense and abundant in
heaven; for even so their forefathers treated the prophets. But woe to (alas
for) you who are rich (abounding in material resources), for you already
are receiving your consolation (the solace and sense of strengthening and
cheer that come from prosperity) and have taken and enjoyed your comfort
in full [having nothing left to be awarded you]. Luke 6:23-24



And as for what fell among the thorns, these are [the people] who hear,
but as they go on their way they are choked and suffocated with the
anxieties and cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does
not ripen (come to maturity and perfection). Luke 8:14

But God said to him, You fool! This very night they [the messengers of
God] will demand your soul of you; and all the things that you have
prepared, whose will they be? So it is with the one who continues to lay
up and hoard possessions for himself and is not rich [in his relation] to
God [this is how he fares]. Luke 12:2-21

No servant is able to serve two masters; for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (riches, or anything
in which you trust and on which you rely). Luke 16:13

And when Jesus heard it, He said to him, One thing you still lack. Sell
everything that you have and divide [the money] among the poor, and you
will have [rich] treasure in heaven; and come back [and] follow Me
[become My disciple, join My party, and accompany Me]. But when he
heard this, he became distressed and very sorrowful, for he was rich—
exceedingly so. Luke 18:22-23

For it is easier for a camel to enter through a needle’s eye than [for] a
rich man to enter the kingdom of God. Luke 18:25



But immorality (sexual vice) and all impurity [of lustful, rich, wasteful
living] or greediness must not even be named among you, as is fitting and
proper among saints (God’s consecrated people). Ephesians 5:3

Not given to wine, not combative but gentle and considerate, not quarrelsome
but forbearing and peaceable, and not a lover of money [insatiable for
wealth and ready to obtain it by questionable means]. 1 Timothy 3:3

But those who crave to be rich fall into temptation and a snare and into
many foolish (useless, godless) and hurtful desires that plunge men into
ruin and destruction and miserable perishing. 1 Timothy 6:9

As for the rich in this world, charge them not to be proud and arrogant
and contemptuous of others, nor to set their hopes on uncertain riches, but
on God, Who richly and ceaselessly provides us with everything for [our]
enjoyment. 1 Timothy 6:17

For the sun comes up with a scorching heat and parches the grass; its
flower falls off and its beauty fades away. Even so will the rich man wither
and die in the midst of his pursuits. James 1:11

Listen, my beloved brethren: Has not God chosen those who are poor in
the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and in their position as believers
and to inherit the kingdom which He has promised to those who love Him?
James 2:5



You [are like] unfaithful wives [having illicit love affairs with the world and
breaking your marriage vow to God]! Do you not know that being the
world’s friend is being God’s enemy? So whoever chooses to be a friend
of the world takes his stand as an enemy of God. James 4:4

Come now, you rich [people], weep aloud and lament over the miseries
(the woes) that are surely coming upon you. James 5:1

For you say, | am rich; | have prospered and grown wealthy, and | am
in need of nothing; and you do not realize and understand that you are
wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. Revelation 3:17






