
PRAYER 

 

So too the [Holy] Spirit comes to our aid and bears us up in our 
weakness; for we do not know what prayer to offer nor how to offer it 
worthily as we ought, but the Spirit Himself goes to meet our supplication 
and pleads in our behalf with unspeakable yearnings and groanings too 
deep for utterance. Romans 8:26 

 

So that your deeds of charity may be in secret; and your Father Who 
sees in secret will reward you openly. Also when you pray, you must not 
be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues 
and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by people. Truly 
I tell you, they have their reward in full already. But when you pray, go 
into your [most] private room, and, closing the door, pray to your Father, 
Who is in secret; and your Father, Who sees in secret, will reward you 
in the open. Matthew 6:4-6 

 

Now to Him Who, by (in consequence of) the [action of His] power that 
is at work within us, is able to [carry out His purpose and] do 
superabundantly, far over and above all that we [dare] ask or think 
[infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, hopes, or dreams]— 
Ephesians 3:20 

 

I do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my 
prayers. [For I always pray to] the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, that He may grant you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
[of insight into mysteries and secrets] in the [deep and intimate] knowledge 
of Him, By having the eyes of your heart flooded with light, so that you 



can know and understand the hope to which He has called you, and how 
rich is His glorious inheritance in the saints (His set-apart ones), And 
[so that you can know and understand] what is the immeasurable and 
unlimited and surpassing greatness of His power in and for us who believe, 
as demonstrated in the working of His mighty strength, Ephesians 1:16-19 

 

And this I pray: that your love may abound yet more and more and extend 
to its fullest development in knowledge and all keen insight [that your love 
may [d]display itself in greater depth of acquaintance and more 
comprehensive discernment], So that you may surely learn to sense what 
is vital, and approve and prize what is excellent and of real value 
[recognizing the highest and the best, and distinguishing the moral 
differences], and that you may be untainted and pure and unerring and 
blameless [so that with hearts sincere and certain and unsullied, you may 
approach] the day of Christ [not stumbling nor causing others to stumble]. 
May you abound in and be filled with the fruits of righteousness (of right 
standing with God and right doing) which come through Jesus Christ (the 
Anointed One), to the honor and praise of God [that His glory may be 
both manifested and recognized]. Philippians 1:9-11 

 

For this reason we also, from the day we heard of it, have not ceased 
to pray and make [special] request for you, [asking] that you may be 
filled with the full (deep and clear) knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom [in comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God] and 
in understanding and discernment of spiritual things— That you may walk 
(live and conduct yourselves) in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to Him and desiring to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in 
every good work and steadily growing and increasing in and by the 
knowledge of God [with fuller, deeper, and clearer insight, acquaintance, 



and recognition]. [We pray] that you may be invigorated and strengthened 
with all power according to the might of His glory, [to exercise] every kind 
of endurance and patience (perseverance and forbearance) with joy, 
Colossians 1:8-11 

 

But I tell you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
Matthew 5:44 

 

Pray, therefore, like this: Our Father Who is in heaven, hallowed (kept 
holy) be Your name. Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven (left, remitted, and let go of the debts, 
and have given up resentment against) our debtors. And lead (bring) us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. Matthew 6:9-13 

 

So pray to the Lord of the harvest to force out and thrust laborers into 
His harvest. Matthew 9:38 

 

But she came and, kneeling, worshiped Him and kept praying, Lord, help 
me! Matthew 15:25 

 

He said to them, Because of the littleness of your faith [that is, your lack 
of firmly relying trust]. For truly I say to you, if you have faith [that is 
living] like a grain of mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, Move 
from here to yonder place, and it will move; and nothing will be impossible 



to you. But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting. Matthew 
17:20-21 

 

And whatever you ask for in prayer, having faith and [really] believing, 
you will receive. Matthew 21:22 

 

All of you must keep awake (give strict attention, be cautious and active) 
and watch and pray, that you may not come into temptation. The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. Matthew 26:41 

 

And after He had taken leave of them, He went off into the hills to pray. 
Mark 6:46 

 

And He replied to them, This kind cannot be driven out by anything but 
prayer and fasting. Mark 9:29 

 

For this reason I am telling you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe 
(trust and be confident) that it is granted to you, and you will [get it]. 
Mark 11:24 

 

And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, 
forgive him and let it drop (leave it, let it go), in order that your Father 
Who is in heaven may also forgive you your [own] failings and shortcomings 
and let them drop Mark 11:25 

 



Be on your guard [constantly alert], and watch and pray; for you do not 
know when the time will come. Mark 13:33 

 

But He Himself withdrew [in retirement] to the wilderness (desert) and 
prayed. Luke 5:16 

 

Now in those days it occurred that He went up into a mountain to pray, 
and spent the whole night in prayer to God. Luke 6:12 

 

Invoke blessings upon and pray for the happiness of those who curse you, 
implore God’s blessing (favor) upon those who abuse you [who revile, 
reproach, disparage, and high-handedly misuse you]. Luke 6:28 

 

Now it occurred that as Jesus was praying privately, the disciples were with 
Him, and He asked them, Who do men say that I am? Luke 9:18 

 

And He said to them, The harvest indeed is abundant [there is much ripe 
grain], but the farmhands are few. Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into His harvest. Luke 10:2 

 

Keep awake then and watch at all times [be discreet, attentive, and ready], 
praying that you may have the full strength and ability and be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things [taken together] that will take place, and 
to stand in the presence of the Son of Man. Luke 21:36 

 



But I have prayed especially for you [Peter], that your [own] faith may 
not fail; and when you yourself have turned again, strengthen and establish 
your brethren. Luke 22:32 

 

And when He came to the place, He said to them, Pray that you may 
not [at all] enter into temptation. And He withdrew from them about a 
stone’s throw and knelt down and prayed, Luke 22:40-41 

 

And Jesus prayed, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 
And they divided His garments and distributed them by casting lots for 
them. Luke 23:34 

 

At that time you will ask (pray) in My Name; and I am not saying that 
I will ask the Father on your behalf [for it will be unnecessary]. For the 
Father Himself [tenderly] loves you because you have loved Me and have 
believed that I came out from the Father. John 16:26-27 

 

I am praying for them. I am not praying (requesting) for the world, but 
for those You have given Me, for they belong to You. John 17:9 

 

Neither for these alone do I pray [it is not for their sake only that I make 
this request], but also for all those who will ever come to believe in (trust 
in, cling to, rely on) Me through their word and teaching, That they all 
may be one, [just] as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they 
also may be one in Us, so that the world may believe and be convinced 
that You have sent Me. John 17:20-21 

 



All of these with their minds in full agreement devoted themselves steadfastly 
to prayer, [waiting together] with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with His brothers. Acts 1:14 

 

And they prayed and said, You, Lord, Who know all hearts (their thoughts, 
passions, desires, appetites, purposes, and endeavors), indicate to us which 
one of these two You have chosen Acts 1:24 

 

And they steadfastly persevered, devoting themselves constantly to the 
instruction and fellowship of the apostles, to the breaking of bread [including 
the Lord’s Supper] and prayers. Acts 2:42 

 

And when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled was 
shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they continued to 
speak the Word of God with freedom and boldness and courage. Acts 4:31 

 

But we will continue to devote ourselves steadfastly to prayer and the 
ministry of the Word. Acts 6:4 

 

And while they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, Lord Jesus, receive and 
accept and welcome my spirit! And falling on his knees, he cried out 
loudly, Lord, fix not this sin upon them [lay it not to their charge]! And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep [in death]. Acts 7:59-60 

 

And they came down and prayed for them that the Samaritans might receive 
the Holy Spirit; Acts 8:15 



 

So repent of this depravity and wickedness of yours and pray to the Lord 
that, if possible, this contriving thought and purpose of your heart may be 
removed and disregarded and forgiven you. Acts 8:22 

 

But Peter put them all out [of the room] and knelt down and prayed; then 
turning to the body he said, Tabitha, get up! And she opened her eyes; 
and when she saw Peter, she raised herself and sat upright. Acts 9:40 

 

A devout man who venerated God and treated Him with reverential 
obedience, as did all his household; and he gave much alms to the people 
and prayed continually to God. About the ninth hour (about 3:00 p.m.) 
of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God entering and saying 
to him, Cornelius! And he, gazing intently at him, became frightened and 
said, What is it, Lord? And the angel said to him, Your prayers and your 
[generous] gifts to the poor have come up [as a sacrifice] to God and 
have been remembered by Him. Acts 10:2-4 

 

The next day as they were still on their way and were approaching the 
town, Peter went up to the roof of the house to pray, about the sixth hour 
(noon). Acts 10:9 

 

And he said, Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and harkened to, and 
your donations to the poor have been known and preserved before God 
[so that He heeds and is about to help you]. Acts 10:31 

 



I was in the town of Joppa praying, and [falling] in a trance I saw a 
vision of something coming down from heaven, like a huge sheet lowered 
by the four corners; and it descended until it came to me. Acts 11:5 

 

So Peter was kept in prison, but fervent prayer for him was persistently 
made to God by the church (assembly). Acts 12:5 

 

Then after fasting and praying, they put their hands on them and sent 
them away. Acts 13:3 

 

And when they had appointed and ordained elders for them in each church 
with prayer and fasting, they committed them to the Lord in Whom they 
had come to believe [being full of joyful trust that He is the Christ, the 
Messiah]. Acts 14:23 

 

But about midnight, as Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of 
praise to God, and the [other] prisoners were listening to them, Acts 16:25 

 

And it happened that the father of Publius was sick in bed with recurring 
attacks of fever and dysentery; and Paul went to see him, and after praying 
and laying his hands on him, he healed him. Acts 28:8 

 

Rejoice and exult in hope; be steadfast and patient in suffering and 
tribulation; be constant in prayer. Romans 12:12 

 



[Pray] that I may be delivered (rescued) from the unbelievers in Judea 
and that my mission of relief to Jerusalem may be acceptable and graciously 
received by the saints (God’s people there), Romans 15:31 

 

Therefore, the person who speaks in an [unknown] tongue should pray [for 
the power] to interpret and explain what he says. For if I pray in an 
[unknown] tongue, my spirit [by the Holy Spirit within me] prays, but my 
mind is unproductive [it bears no fruit and helps nobody]. Then what am 
I to do? I will pray with my spirit [by the Holy Spirit that is within me], 
but I will also pray [intelligently] with my mind and understanding; I will 
sing with my spirit [by the Holy Spirit that is within me], but I will sing 
[intelligently] with my mind and understanding also. 1 Corinthians 14:13-15 

 

But I pray to God that you may do nothing wrong, not in order that we 
[our teaching] may appear to be approved, but that you may continue 
doing right, [though] we may seem to have failed and be unapproved. For 
we can do nothing against the Truth [not serve any party or personal 
interest], but only for the Truth [which is the Gospel]. For we are glad 
when we are weak (unapproved) and you are really strong. And this we 
also pray for: your all-round strengthening and perfecting of soul. 2 
Corinthians 13:7-9 

 

Pray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit, with 
all [manner of] prayer and entreaty. To that end keep alert and watch 
with strong purpose and perseverance, interceding in behalf of all the saints 
(God’s consecrated people). And [pray] also for me, that [freedom of] 
utterance may be given me, that I may open my mouth to proclaim boldly 
the mystery of the good news (the Gospel), Ephesians 6:18-19 



 

In every prayer of mine I always make my entreaty and petition for you 
all with joy (delight). Philippians 1:4 

 

For I am well assured and indeed know that through your prayers and a 
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) this will turn 
out for my preservation (for the spiritual health and welfare of my own 
soul) and avail toward the saving work of the Gospel. Philippians 1:19 

 

Do not fret or have any anxiety about anything, but in every circumstance 
and in everything, by prayer and petition (definite requests), with 
thanksgiving, continue to make your wants known to God. Philippians 4:6 

 

We continually give thanks to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(the Messiah), as we are praying for you, Colossians 1:3 

 

Be earnest and unwearied and steadfast in your prayer [life], being [both] 
alert and intent in [your praying] with thanksgiving. And at the same time 
pray for us also, that God may open a door to us for the Word (the 
Gospel), to proclaim the mystery concerning Christ (the Messiah) on 
account of which I am in prison; Colossians 4:2-3 

 

We are ever giving thanks to God for all of you, continually mentioning 
[you when engaged] in our prayers, 1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 

Be unceasing in prayer [praying perseveringly]; 1 Thessalonians 5:17 



 

Furthermore, brethren, do pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may 
speed on (spread rapidly and run its course) and be glorified (extolled) 
and triumph, even as [it has done] with you, 2 Thessalonians 3:1 

 

For kings and all who are in positions of authority or high responsibility, 
that [outwardly] we may pass a quiet and undisturbed life [and inwardly] 
a peaceable one in all godliness and reverence and seriousness in every 
way. For such [praying] is good and right, and [it is] pleasing and 
acceptable to God our Savior, Who wishes all men to be saved and 
[increasingly] to perceive and recognize and discern and know precisely 
and correctly the [divine] Truth. 1 Timothy 2:2-4 

 

I desire therefore that in every place men should pray, without anger or 
quarreling or resentment or doubt [in their minds], lifting up holy hands. 1 
Timothy 2:8 

 

I give thanks to my God for you always when I mention you in my prayers. 
Philemon 1:4 

 

Is anyone among you afflicted (ill-treated, suffering evil)? He should pray. 
Is anyone glad at heart? He should sing praise [to God]. Is anyone among 
you sick? He should call in the church elders (the spiritual guides). And 
they should pray over him, anointing him with oil in the Lord’s name. And 
the prayer [that is] of faith will save him who is sick, and the Lord will 
restore him; and if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess to 
one another therefore your faults (your slips, your false steps, your offenses, 
your sins) and pray [also] for one another, that you may be healed and 



restored [to a spiritual tone of mind and heart]. The earnest (heartfelt, 
continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available 
[dynamic in its working]. James 5:13-16 

 

For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous (those who are upright 
and in right standing with God), and His ears are attentive to their prayer. 
But the face of the Lord is against those who practice evil [to oppose 
them, to frustrate, and defeat them]. 1 Peter 3:12 

 

If anyone sees his brother [believer] committing a sin that does not [lead 
to] death (the extinguishing of life), he will pray and [God] will give him 
life [yes, He will grant life to all those whose sin is not one leading to 
death]. There is a sin [that leads] to death; I do not say that one should 
pray for that. 1 John 5:16 

 

Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in every way and [that your body] 
may keep well, even as [I know] your soul keeps well and prospers. 3 
John 1:2 

 

But you, beloved, build yourselves up [founded] on your most holy faith 
[make progress, rise like an edifice higher and higher], praying in the Holy 
Spirit; Jude 1:20 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


