PERSECUTION, TRIALS, AND SUFFERING

Blessed (happy, blithesome, joyous, spiritually prosperous—with life—joy and
satisfaction in God’s favor and salvation, regardless of their outward
conditions) are the meek (the mild, patient, long-suffering), for they shall
inherit the earth! Matthew 5:5

Blessed and happy and enviably fortunate and spiritually prosperous (in the
state in which the born-again child of God enjoys and finds satisfaction in
God’s favor and salvation, regardless of his outward conditions) are those
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake (for being and doing right),
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven! Matthew 5:10

Be glad and supremely joyful, for your reward in heaven is great (strong
and intense), for in this same way people persecuted the prophets who
were before you. Matthew 5:12

Yet it has no real root in him, but is temporary (inconstant, lasts but a
little while ) ; and when affliction or trouble or persecution comes on account
of the Word, at once he is caused to stumble [he is repelled and begins
to distrust and desert Him Whom he ought to trust and obey] and he falls
away. Matthew 13:21

Then they will hand you over to suffer affliction and tribulation and put you
to death, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. And
then many will be offended and repelled and will begin to distrust and



desert [Him Whom they ought to trust and obey] and will stumble and fall
away and betray one another and pursue one another with hatred. Matthew
24:9-10

And they have no real root in themselves, and so they endure for a little
while; then when trouble or persecution arises on account of the Word,
they immediately are offended (become displeased, indignant, resentful)
and they stumble and fall away. Mark 4:17

Who will not receive a hundred times as much now in this time—houses
and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with
persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life. Mark 10:30

For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will
be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines and calamities. This
is but the beginning of the intolerable anguish and suffering [only the first
of the birth pangs]. Mark 13:8

And those upon the rock [are the people] who, when they hear [the
Word], receive and welcome it with joy; but these have no root. They
believe for a while, and in time of trial and temptation fall away (withdraw
and stand aloof). Luke 8:13

Now My soul is troubled and distressed, and what shall | say? Father,
save Me from this hour [of trial and agony]? But it was for this very
purpose that | have come to this hour [that | might undergo it]. John
12:27



Remember that | told you, A servant is not greater than his master [is
not superior to him]. If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you;
if they kept My word and obeyed My teachings, they will also keep and
obey yours. But they will do all this to you [inflict all this suffering on
you] because of [your bearing] My name and on My account, for they do
not know or understand the One Who sent Me. John 15:20-21

| have told you these things, so that in Me you may have [perfect] peace
and confidence. In the world you have tribulation and trials and distress
and frustration; but be of good cheer [take courage; be confident, certain,
undaunted]! For | have overcome the world. [I have deprived it of power
to harm you and have conquered it for you.] John 16:33

And Saul was [not only] consenting to [Stephen’s] death [he was pleased
and entirely approving]. On that day a great and severe persecution broke
out against the church which was in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles (special
messengers ). Acts 8:1

Meanwhile those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose
in connection with Stephen had traveled as far away as Phoenicia and
Cyprus and Antioch, without delivering the message [concerning the
attainment through Christ of salvation in the kingdom of God] to anyone
except Jews. Acts 11:19



But the Jews stirred up the devout women of high rank and the outstanding
men of the town, and instigated persecution against Paul and Barnabas and

drove them out of their boundaries. Acts 13:50

Establishing and strengthening the souls and the hearts of the disciples,
urging and warning and encouraging them to stand firm in the faith, and
[teling them] that it is through many hardships and tribulations we must
enter the kingdom of God. Acts 14:22

Except that the Holy Spirit clearly and emphatically affirms to me in city
after city that imprisonment and suffering await me. Acts 20:23

Moreover [let us also be full of joy now!] let us exult and triumph in our
troubles and rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that pressure and affliction
and hardship produce patient and unswerving endurance. And endurance
(fortitude) develops maturity of character (approved faith and tried
integrity) . And character [of this sort] produces [the habit of] joyful and
confident hope of eternal salvation. Such hope never disappoints or deludes
or shames us, for God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through
the Holy Spirit Who has been given to us. Romans 5:3-5

And if we are [His] children, then we are [His] heirs also: heirs of God
and fellow heirs with Christ [sharing His inheritance with Him]; only we
must share His suffering if we are to share His glory. [But what of that? ]
For | consider that the sufferings of this present time (this present life)
are not worth being compared with the glory that is about to be revealed

to us and in us and for us and conferred on us! Romans 8:17-18



Who shall ever separate us from Christ’s love? Shall suffering and affliction
and tribulation? Or calamity and distress? Or persecution or hunger or
destitution or peril or sword? Romans 8:35

Rejoice and exult in hope; be steadfast and patient in suffering and
tribulation; be constant in prayer. Romans 12:12

And we still toil unto weariness [for our living], working hard with our own
hands. When men revile us [wound us with an accursed sting], we bless
them. When we are persecuted, we take it patiently and endure it. 1
Corinthians 4:12

For no temptation (no trial regarded as enticing to sin), [no matter how
it comes or where it leads] has overtaken you and laid hold on you that
is not common to man [that is, no temptation or trial has come to you
that is beyond human resistance and that is not adjusted and adapted and
belonging to human experience, and such as man can bear]. But God is
faithful [to His Word and to His compassionate nature], and He [can be
trusted] not to let you be tempted and tried and assayed beyond your
ability and strength of resistance and power to endure, but with the
temptation He will [always] also provide the way out (the means of escape
to a landing place), that you may be capable and strong and powerful to
bear up under it patiently. 1 Corinthians 10:13

For just as Christ’s [own] sufferings fall to our lot [as they overflow upon
His disciples, and we share and experience them] abundantly, so through
Christ comfort (consolation and encouragement) is also [shared and
experienced] abundantly by us. 2 Corinthians 1:5



We are pursued (persecuted and hard driven), but not deserted [to stand
alone]; we are struck down to the ground, but never struck out and
destroyed; 2 Corinthians 4:9

But we commend ourselves in every way as [true] servants of God: through
great endurance, in tribulation and suffering, in hardships and privations, in
sore straits and calamities, 2 Corinthians 6:4

[We are treated] as unknown and ignored [by the world], and [yet we
are] well-known and recognized [by God and His people]; as dying, and
yet here we are alive; as chastened by suffering and [yet] not killed; 2
Corinthians 6:9

| have great boldness and free and fearless confidence and cheerful courage
toward you; my pride in you is great. | am filled [brimful] with the comfort
[of it]; with all our tribulation and in spite of it, [| am filled with comfort]
| am overflowing with joy. 2 Corinthians 7:4

For in the midst of an ordeal of severe tribulation, their abundance of joy
and their depth of poverty [together] have overflowed in wealth of lavish
generosity on their part. 2 Corinthians 8:2

But He said to me, My grace (My favor and loving—kindness and mercy )
is enough for you [sufficient against any danger and enables you to bear
the trouble manfully]; for My strength and power are made perfect (fulfilled
and completed) and show themselves most effective in [your] weakness.



Therefore, | will all the more gladly glory in my weaknesses and infirmities,
that the strength and power of Christ (the Messiah) may rest (yes, may
pitch a tent over and dwell) upon me! So for the sake of Christ, | am
well pleased and take pleasure in infirmities, insults, hardships, persecutions,
perplexities and distresses; for when | am weak [in human strength], then
am | [truly] strong (able, powerful in divine strength). 2 Corinthians 12:10

You have heard of my earlier career and former manner of life in the
Jewish religion (Judaism), how | persecuted and abused the church of
God furiously and extensively, and [with fanatical zeal did my best] to
make havoc of it and destroy it. Galatians 1:13

But, brethren, if | still preach circumcision [as some accuse me of doing,
as necessary to salvation], why am | still suffering persecution? In that
case the cross has ceased to be a stumbling block and is made meaningless
(done away). Galatians 5:11

From now on let no person trouble me [by making it necessary for me to
vindicate my apostolic authority and the divine truth of my Gospel], for |
bear on my body the [brand] marks of the Lord Jesus [the wounds, scars,
and other outward evidence of persecutions—these testify to His ownership
of me]! Galatians 6:17

[For my determined purpose is] that | may know Him [that | may
progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him,
perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person
more strongly and more clearly], and that | may in that same way come
to know the power outflowing from His resurrection [which it exerts over



believers], and that | may so share His sufferings as to be continually
transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to His death, [in the hope]
Philippians 3:10

[Even] now | rejoice in the midst of my sufferings on your behalf. And in
my own person | am making up whatever is still lacking and remains to
be completed [on our part] of Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of His body,
which is the church. Colossians 1:24

Clothe yourselves therefore, as God’s own chosen ones (His own picked
representatives ), [who are] purified and holy and well-beloved [by God
Himself, by putting on behavior marked by] tenderhearted pity and mercy,
kind feeling, a lowly opinion of yourselves, gentle ways, [and] patience
[which is tireless and long-suffering, and has the power to endure whatever
comes, with good temper]. Colossians 3:12

And you [set yourselves to] become imitators of us and [through us] of
the Lord Himself, for you welcomed our message in [spite of] much
persecution, with joy [inspired] by the Holy Spirit; 1 Thessalonians 1:6

For you, brethren, became imitators of the assemblies (churches) of God
in Christ Jesus which are in Judea, for you too have suffered the same
kind of treatment from your own fellow countrymen as they did [who were
persecuted at the hands] of the Jews, 1 Thessalonians 2:14

And this is a cause of our mentioning you with pride among the churches
(assemblies) of God for your steadfastness (your unflinching endurance



and patience) and your firm faith in the midst of all the persecutions and
crushing distresses and afflictions under which you are holding up. 2
Thessalonians 1:4

Though | formerly blasphemed and persecuted and was shamefully and
outrageously and aggressively insulting [to Him], nevertheless, | obtained
mercy because | had acted out of ignorance in unbelief. 1 Timothy 1:13

Take [with me] your share of the hardships and suffering [which you are
called to endure] as a good (first-class) soldier of Christ Jesus. 2 Timothy
2:3

For that [Gospel] | am suffering affliction and even wearing chains like a
criminal. But the Word of God is not chained or imprisoned! 2 Timothy
2:9

Persecutions, sufferings—such as occurred to me at Antioch, at Iconium,
and at Lystra, persecutions | endured, but out of them all the Lord delivered
me. 2 Timothy 3:11

Indeed all who delight in piety and are determined to live a devoted and
godly life in Christ Jesus will meet with persecution [will be made to suffer
because of their religious stand]. 2 Timothy 3:12

For it was an act worthy [of God] and fitting [to the divine nature] that
He, for Whose sake and by Whom all things have their existence, in



bringing many sons into glory, should make the Pioneer of their salvation
perfect [should bring to maturity the human experience necessary to be
perfectly equipped for His office as High Priest] through suffering. Hebrews
2:10

For because He Himself [in His humanity] has suffered in being tempted
(tested and tried), He is able [immediately] to run to the cry of (assist,
relieve) those who are being tempted and tested and tried [and who
therefore are being exposed to suffering]. Hebrews 2:18

Others had to suffer the trial of mocking and scourging and even chains
and imprisonment. Hebrews 11:36

Consider it wholly joyful, my brethren, whenever you are enveloped in or
encounter trials of any sort or fall into various temptations. Be assured and
understand that the trial and proving of your faith bring out endurance and
steadfastness and patience. James 1:2-3

Blessed (happy, to be envied) is the man who is patient under trial and
stands up under temptation, for when he has stood the test and been
approved, he will receive [the victor’'s] crown of life which God has
promised to those who love Him. James 1:12

Is anyone among you afflicted (ill-treated, suffering evil) ? He should pray.
Is anyone glad at heart? He should sing praise [to God]. James 5:13



[You should] be exceedingly glad on this account, though now for a little
while you may be distressed by trials and suffer temptations, 1 Peter 1:6

For one is regarded favorably (is approved, acceptable, and thankworthy)
if, as in the sight of God, he endures the pain of unjust suffering. [After
all] what kind of glory [is there in it] if, when you do wrong and are
punished for it, you take it patiently? But if you bear patiently with suffering
[which results] when you do right and that is undeserved, it is acceptable
and pleasing to God. 1 Peter 2:19-20

But insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, rejoice, so that when
His glory [full of radiance and splendor] is revealed, you may also rejoice
with triumph [exultantly]. 1 Peter 4:13

Withstand him; be firm in faith [against his onset—rooted, established,
strong, immovable, and determined], knowing that the same (identical)
sufferings are appointed to your brotherhood (the whole body of Christians)
throughout the world. 1 Peter 5:9

Now if [all these things are true, then be sure] the Lord knows how to
rescue the godly out of temptations and trials, and how to keep the ungodly
under chastisement until the day of judgment and doom, 2 Peter 2:9

|, John, your brother and companion (sharer and participator) with you in
the tribulation and kingdom and patient endurance [which are] in Jesus
Christ, was on the isle called Patmos, [banished] on account of [my



witnessing to] the Word of God and the testimony (the proof, the evidence)
for Jesus Christ. Revelation 1:9

Because you have guarded and kept My word of patient endurance [have
held fast the lesson of My patience with the expectant endurance that |
give you], | also will keep you [safe] from the hour of trial (testing)
which is coming on the whole world to try those who dwell upon the earth.
Revelation 3:10

| replied, Sir, you know. And he said to me, These are they who have
come out of the great tribulation (persecution), and have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. REVELATION 7:14



